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Slide – This is President Bush boarding Air Force One. Something very important had come up – so important that

he interrupted his vacation in Crawford, Texas to fly to Washington. It was so important that members of the U.S. Congress interrupted their spring recess to fly to Washington and pass special midnight legislation. The Florida Courts had ordered the feeding tube removed of a woman who had been in a vegetative state for the better part of fifteen years.
A silver lining in the Terri Schiavo drama is that much of the country couldn’t help but notice there’s something strange about the folks running our country. We also learned we still have an independent judiciary.

Maureen Dowd, columnist for the New York Times, had an interesting reaction. She wrote:

Slide – “Oh my God, we really are in a theocracy.” A theocracy is a form of government ruled by a religion. Iran is an example of a theocracy today. Dowd meant that our country has become a Christian fundamentalist theocracy. Dowd is on the right track and deserves credit for understanding the theocratic overtones of Congress’s behavior. But we are not yet in a theocracy. If we were in a theocracy, Ms. Dowd would never have been allowed to begin her column with “Oh my God.” The Third Commandment tells us:

Slide – “Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain; 
Slide – for the LORD will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” I would interpret this to mean that Ms. Dowd is guilty for saying, “Oh my God.”
Slide – Congressman Christopher Shays, R-CT, also used the word “theocracy” in reaction to Ms. Schiavo’s case. He said:
Slide – “The Party of Lincoln has become the Party of theocracy.”  As you know, the Party of Lincoln is the Republican Party which was founded on the anti-slavery ticket. In this talk I want to show you how accurate Congressman Shays is. We’re going to look at
Slide – a history of how the Republican Party became the Party of theocracy. Then we’ll look at Dominion Theology, a belief system that provides much of the philosophical foundation for the activism of the theocratic right. This last section I’m calling “Thy Kingdom Come, Thy will be done,” showing how the theocratic right is imposing its will on the rest of society. Finally, what we can do. So how did we get here? We’re going to go back to the year 
Slide – 1964, the year Barry Goldwater lost his bid for President on the Republican ticket. Barry Goldwater has nothing to do with the Religious Right. He’s just your good old fashion conservative. But a group of Republican strategists who had worked on Goldwater’s 1964 campaign decided they needed to expand the base of the Republican Party which was too narrow. The Party was made up primarily of the very wealthy and southern white segregationists.
One of the people who had worked on Goldwater’s campaign, was Republican strategist

Slide – Paul Weyrich. 

Slide – In 1973 Weyrich founded the Heritage Foundation, a think tank to promote the ideas of a new movement he was helping to create. To expand the base of the Republican Party Weyrich proposed targeting members of 

Slide – - fundamentalist, Pentecostal and charismatic churches. 
This talk is not about individuals who belong to those churches or about their form of worship. When I attend their church services I meet the kindest, most decent people.  These were the groups targeted by a small group of Republican strategists. Ultimately, this talk is about political manipulation of people of a certain faith. 
The Christian right is not a monolithic bloc. We are focusing on the theocratic wing of the Christian right which I call the theocratic right.

Slide – In 1979 Weyrich, coined the term “Moral Majority” which became a major organization with Jerry Falwell at the helm. 
Slide – In 1981 the Council for National Policy was formed, and it’s still meeting today. It has served as a kind of command and control center for the theocratic right. You may not have heard of it, because the Council’s three-times-a year meetings have been highly secretive. The Council is made up of political operatives, hard right religious leaders, big financiers of the far right, extreme anti-tax crusaders, and gun advocates. The first President of the Council was the 

Slide – Reverend Tim LaHaye, best known today for co-authoring the wildly popular Left Behind Series, a fictional account of the Second Coming of Jesus Christ based on the book of Revelations in the New Testament. 
Some of the members of the Council whom we’ll be talking about today are: 
Slide – Paul Weyrich whom I’ve already introduced. And
Slide – Ralph Reed. Here he is saying the pledge of allegiance at a golf club in South Georgia to kick off his campaign for Lieutenant Governor of Georgia. Reed was Executive Director of the Christian Coalition during the nineties, and a regional director of the George Bush campaign in 2004. Reed said that he received his political training at the Council for National Policy’s youth meetings. Another member is
Slide – James Dobson. His radio show, Focus on the Family, reaches an estimated 8 million people daily. Dobson founded the Family Research Council which, because of his radio show, is the most powerful lobbying organization of the theocratic right today. 
Some of the religious leaders belonging to the Council for National Policy include
Slide – Pat Robertson, founder of the Christian Broadcasting Network, host of the 700 Club, founder of the  Christian Coalition, and Regents University which includes a law school.

Slide – Jerry Falwell, leader of the Moral Majority, and the late Rousas Rushdoony, father of the Christian Reconstruction Movement. We’ll be speaking about that movement in the next section of this talk. 
In 1989 the Moral Majority disbanded. 

Slide – The same year, the Christian Coalition formed. This brings us to television preacher

Slide – Pat Robertson, founder of the Christian Coalition. You may remember that Pat Robertson ran for 
Slide – President in 1988 in the Republican primaries. He lost, but he beat Vice President George Bush (the father) in the Iowa caucuses. How did he do that? 
Slide – He decided to take over the Republican Party from the bottom up. His organization worked precinct by precinct to take over the party leadership at the local level. Christian Coalition’s Executive Director, Ralph Reed said to Christianity Today,
 Slide — “We think the Lord is going to give us this nation back one precinct at a time, one neighborhood at a time, and one state at a time.”

One of Christian Coalition tactics was to attend local Republican Party meetings and tie them up for hours. They would ask meaningless questions and make it difficult to conduct business until people left. Traditional Republicans got tired and went home. Once people left, Robertson’s supporters appointed themselves leaders and made key decisions. 

Since this method worked in Iowa, the Christian Coalition used the same tactic in several other states in the early nineties. Republican State Party Platforms began to get pretty interesting. In 1992 the Republican Party of Washington State outlawed 

Slide — witchcraft and yoga classes. Robertson said to the Denver Post in 1992,  
Slide — "We want...as soon as possible to see a majority of the Republican Party in the hands of pro-family Christians...“ 
To get their candidates elected Reed and Robertson taught them to use stealth: avoid publicity, stay out of debates, and work below the radar screen. Their candidates didn’t campaign, so people didn’t even notice they were on the ballot. Reed said to the Los Angeles Times,

Slide — “It’s like guerilla warfare… It’s better to move quietly, with stealth, under the cover of night.”  Stealth campaigns take different forms today. Speakers have become very good at sounding downright reasonable. When I watched Pat Robertson speaking to the National Press Club, he was a very different man than the one I heard in person speaking to supporters in 1988 in New Hampshire. Then, I could feel the bile coming from his lips when he talked about those “feminists” and “homosexuals” who are destroying the country and the world. Now, he just talks about his reading of the Constitution, which, if you don’t know better, sounds sensible.
Back in the nineties their candidates, who were unknown at that time, stayed out of the limelight. Then Christian Coalition campaigned on their behalf exclusively in fundamentalist, Pentecostal and Charismatic churches.  
They passed out Family Values Voter Guides in those churches. By election time in 1994 Christian Coalition had distributed 40 million 
Slide — Family Values Voter Guides in more than 100,000 churches nationwide.  1994 was a watershed year in this country. That year Republicans won majorities in both houses of Congress for the first time in 40 years. Time magazine credited the Christian Coalition with giving the Republicans these successes and

Slide —called Ralph Reed “The Right Hand of God.” 
Slide — In 2000, 70 million voter guides were sent out to support George Bush. 
Christian Coalition, like many organizations, rates members of Congress by issuing Congressional scorecards. I look at their scorecards to see how many members of Congress support their agenda. I’ve taken their scorecards for the last Congress and turned them into a graph.
Slide — Republicans are red, Democrats blue. On the bottom you have the scores: 100% down to 0. On the left, you see the number of Senators. How many Republican Senators received 100% scorecard from the Christian Coalition? 41. How many Democrats? One. That one was Zell Miller who spoke on behalf of George Bush at the Republican National Convention. He retired from the Senate this term. So forty-one out of fifty-one Republicans and one Democrat voted for Christian Coalition positions 100% of the time. 
The right side shows you the number who received scores of 0 – those Senators who never voted for the Christian Coalition positions. Thirty-one out of 48 Democrats, one independent, and no Republicans received scores of 0. No Republicans received 20% or 40%. You can see from these scores that there are not many moderate Republicans in the Senate anymore. 
Slide – 42% of the United States Senators received scores of 100% from Christian Coalition.  According to exit polls in the 2004 election, 
Slide – 22% of the voters identify as part of the Christian Right. 
What these numbers suggest is that the organizations of the Christian Right have a far greater number of elected officials than their numbers in the population at large. Their strategy of running stealth campaigns has worked for them. Something else that has worked well for them is voter apathy. Pat Robertson wrote in his book The Millennium in 1990,
Slide – “With the apathy that exists today, a well organized minority can influence the selection of candidates to an astonishing degree.” History has proven him correct.

Slide – Ralph Reed wrote a book in 1996 called Active Faith: How Christians Are Changing the Soul of American Politics. In that book he wrote

Slide – “The surest antidote to tyranny is a free people who believe it owes its allegiance to a Higher Power, not the government.”  This thinking is a major departure from the U.S. Constitution. To quote a very fine, easy to read book by two Cornell professors called The Godless Constitution:
Slide – “The preamble of the Constitution invokes the people of the United States. It does not invoke any sort of God.” Reed goes on to write:
Slide – “The consent of the governed rests upon faith in a sovereign God.”

Slide – “Faith as a political force is the very essence of Democracy.” 

Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia government and God  in First Things, a journal of religion:
Slide – “… government is the minister of God….” Once you see government as the minister of God, you have to ask the obvious question, “Whose God?” Is it Scalia’s God, Ralph Reed’s God, or what about the Dali Lama’s God? The theocratic right believes that religions that are not monotheistic are Satanic. Do Hindus have a place in this Democracy? And what about people who don’t believe in God? What happens to them in Ralph Reed’s democracy?
The framers of the U.S. Constitution, in their great wisdom, saw the problem with writing God into the U.S. Constitution. The word “God” 
Slide – does not appear within the text of the Constitution of the United States. This was fully intentional. There is mention of a Creator – but not in the Constitution. It is in our Declaration of Independence. The Declaration is not the Constitution, and it is the Constitution that is the law of the land. We have
Slide – a President who wants to inject his God into the U.S. Constitution. Bush was quoted in a fundraising letter from the Traditional Values Coalition, as saying,
Slide – “We need common sense judges who understand that our rights are derived from God. Those are the kind of judges I intend to put on the bench.” One of his federal judicial appointments, Michael McConnell of the tenth Circuit Court of Appeals, was quoted in the LA Times as saying

Slide – “Freedom flourishes when man is subordinate to God.” McConnell is a strong candidate for the Supreme Court. Once we have a government that believes it derives its authority from God, then we become a theocracy – a government ruled by someone’s religious faith. If you ask folks from the Christian Right if they believe in a theocracy, they’ll say, “Absolutely not.” And they are sincere. They just want a Democracy where everyone believes in their God. In the legal profession, that’s called a distinction without a difference.
Only a relatively small number of people actually identify as theocratic. This brings us to the next section

Slide – Dominion Theology or Christian Reconstructionism. I will use the terms interchangeably. According to sociologist Sara Diamond, “Dominion theology is a belief that
Slide – Christians alone are Biblically mandated to occupy all secular institutions until Christ returns -- and there is no consensus on when that might be.”
Slide – Dominionist author George Grant explains dominion theology in Bringing in the Sheaves: 
Slide – “The army of God is to conquer the earth, to subdue it, to rule over it, to exercise dominion.”  (Bringing in the Sheaves, George Grant, p. 98)  

Slide – The late Rousas Rushdoony is the father of the Christian Reconstruction movement. In his seminal work, the Institutes of Biblical Law, Rushdooney calls on Christ’s elect people to 
Slide – “… subdue all things and all nations to Christ and his Law-word.” Words like “subdue” and “dominion” are standard in Reconstructionist literature. Reconstructionist writers, Gary DeMar and Peter Leithart wrote:
Slide – “The reign of Christ … is meant to subdue every enemy of righteousness.” (The Reduction of Christianity, Gary DeMar and Peter Leithart. 335)

Slide –Thomas Ice was a Christian Reconstructionist for twelve years before he decided he didn’t agree with the theology. He wrote a very thoughtful book called
Dominion Theology, Blessing or Curse? which is a discussion of Christian Reconstructionism from someone who was very much on the inside. Thomas Ice explains
Slide – “Christian Reconstructionists propose to institute a theocratic government in America.” And Christian Reconstructionists believe

Slide – “Non-Christians cannot rule themselves and must be excluded from a government under God’s law.” 

Thomas Ice devotes one chapter of his book to a question which is this: 
Slide – What Would A Reconstructed America Be Like? He writes that the federal government has only four “legitimate functions.” They are
Slide — restraining civil evil, punishing evil, protecting the law-abiding, and defending the nation.”  What about all of the other functions of government? What about social programs, education, protection of the environment, protection of worker safety, or consumers? The Texas Republican Party Platform answers that question. The Texas Platform offers a blueprint for dominion.  “We support the abolition of

Slide — . . . the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and Fire

arms; the Office of the Surgeon General; the Environmental Protection Agency; and the Departments of Energy, Housing and Urban Development, Health and Human Services, Education, Commerce, and Labor. We also call for the de-funding or abolition of the National Endowment for the Arts and the Public Broadcasting System.”   
What happens to social programs and education? The churches will take over. This ideology is explained in a textbook that is very popular in Christian schools and the Christian homeschool movement.
Slide — In 1989 Mark Beliles and Stephen McDowell published America’s Providential History, which teaches history from the perspective of Dominion Theology. This book explains that churches, not government should provide social programs. It states:
Slide — “A government controlled and funded welfare system is unbiblical.” That includes Social Security by the way. The book goes on to explain:
Slide — “Scripture makes it clear that God is the provider, not the state.” Now we’re shifting back to Thomas Ice, 
Slide — “Tax rates would be much less due to the shift in welfare burden away from government to … the church.” 

As everyone knows, tax cuts are 
Slide — one of Bush’s signature issues. Let’s look at what America’s Providential History says about taxes. It claims that most taxes are unbiblical.  

Slide — Income tax is “idolatry,” property tax is “theft,” and inheritance taxes are simply not allowed in the Bible. 

The Texas Republican Party doesn’t just want tax cuts. It “urges 

Slide — the IRS be abolished."  It calls for eliminating
Slide — the income tax, inheritance tax, gift tax, capital gains tax, corporate income tax, payroll tax, and property tax.” Notice what’s missing? A sales tax. And America’s Providential History doesn’t single out sales tax as unbiblical. 

How can a government run without taxes? Churches will take over. And where will they get enough money? Members tithe – they give ten percent of their income to the church. Thomas Ice explains:

Slide – “The tithe, not taxes would finance most social welfare.” Thomas Ice could be describing what’s happening in our country. Taxes are being slashed -- even during a time of war and record deficits – and then billions of dollars in programs for the poor are being cut from federal programs and diverted to religious charities through 

Slide – the President’s Faith-based initiative. 
Slide – The United States is beginning to fit the model of a Reconstructed America - cut taxes and transfer social services to the churches. 
Back to Thomas Ice’s chapter on becoming a Reconstructed America. Ice explains the centrality of 
Slide – Biblical Law.
Slide – “Only through … Old Testament civil law can America – and the world – be saved from destruction.” “Old Testament civil law” means Biblical Law – a legal system based on the first five books of Hebrew scripture. That includes using the death penalty for people who sin against the Ten Commandments.
Slide – The new Senator from Oklahoma, Dr. Tom Coburn, believes in Old Testament Biblical Law. He was quoted in the Associated Press as saying

Slide – “I favor the death penalty for abortionists.” 
Slide – This man needs to have some good bodyguards. He has been targeted for impeachment or worse. Who is he?

Slide – Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy. Why would a Justice who is a Reagan appointee, and who leans toward conservative rulings on the high court – why is he targeted? Before June 26, 2003, homosexuality was illegal in thirteen states. That all changed in 2003 in a landmark 
Slide – 6-3 Supreme Court ruling Lawrence V. Texas.  And Justice Kennedy wrote the opinion for the majority. He wrote in:

Slide – Lawrence V. Texas, a 6-3 Supreme Court ruling on June 2003:

Slide – "The petitioners are entitled to respect for their private lives." 
Slide – "The state cannot demean their existence or control their destiny by making their private sexual conduct a crime."  Justice Kennedy has been labeled an “activist judge.” 
Slide – Bill Maher, host of Real Time on HBO has an interesting understanding of the term ‘activist judges.’ He  said on the Jay Leno Tonight show:

Slide – " 'Activist judges' is a code word for gay." Frank Rich of the New York Times writes:

Slide – “The judges being verbally tarred and feathered are those who have decriminalized gay sex.”  
The Chief of Staff of Senator Tom Colburn of Oklahoma told journalist Max Blumenthal,

Slide – "I'm a radical! I'm a real extremist. I don't want to impeach judges. I want to impale them!" This is a Chief of Staff of a United States Senator talking. He may not speak for the mainstream of the party, but
Slide — Senator Rick Santorum from Pennsylvania is the third highest ranking Republican in the U.S. Senate. That means his fellow Republicans voted for him to be among their top leaders. Santorum sees both homosexuality and adultery as illegal activities.
Santorum confuses Constitutional law with Biblical law. 
Christian Reconstructionist author, Gary DeMar, explained what happens to gay people under Biblical Law on
Slide — “Sound Off” radio program, Superstation WSB in Atlanta, Georgia:

Slide — “The Bible doesn't say that homosexuals should be executed. 
Slide — What it says is this: "If two men lie together like a man and a woman lie together, they are to be put to death." 
Gary DeMar is quoting Leviticus the Third Book of Hebrew Scriptures which calls homosexuality an abomination. Leviticus also condemns cutting your hair around the ears, eating shellfish, wearing fabrics made from two different fibers, and planting two crops in a single field. These prohibitions point to an obvious problem with Biblical Law. Of the 623 injunctions, prohibitions and commands which make up the Law of Moses, Reconstructionists are very selective about which ones they want to see enforced.
Slide – David Barton is a dominionist who is reaching a lot of people. He sits on the Board of Advisors of the Providence Foundation, an organization that promotes the textbook we’ve been quoting, America’s Providential History. He is also on the Republican Party payroll. He was listed by Time Magazine as one of the country’s twenty-five most influential evangelicals. Barton has made a living attacking the principle of separation of Church and State, a principle that poses a serious barrier to dominion. From the Texas GOP Platform:
Slide – “Our Party pledges to assert its influence to dispel the myth of separation of Church and State.” David Barton is Vice-Chair of the Texas Republican Party and is a “Christian” nation activist.
Slide – “The Republican Party of Texas affirms that the United States is a Christian nation.”  
If you’re wondering about whether or not the United States is a Christian nation, I suggest you go back to the year 

Slide – 1797 – ten years after the signing of the United States Constitution. A treaty was signed by the very people who signed the U.S. Constitution and Bill of Rights. There was not a single dissent. In 1797, the United States signed, and ratified the Treaty of Tripoli which states in 
Slide – Article 11: “the government of the United States of America is not in any sense founded on the Christian Religion...” 

Congress UNANIMOUSLY ratified this treaty. The names on the Treaty of Tripoli are also on the U.S. Constitution. With or without this treaty, the fact that the U.S. Constitution never mentions God is the most important fact. The United States is not and was never intended to be a "Christian” Nation. Next, we’ll be talking about:
Slide – Thy Kingdom Come, Thy Will Be Done – how the theocratic right is imposing its will on the rest of society. Thomas Ice tells us that for Reconstructionists the Puritans represent the model society.
Slide – “Reconstructionists consider the Puritans the decisive illustration of a Christian society.” America’s Providential History explains:
Slide – “The primary strength of the Puritans was their "spirit of dominion."
Slide – “They recognized the scriptural mandate requiring Godly rule, and zealously set out to establish that in all aspects of society.” (p. 84) 
The theocratic right is “zealously” setting out to establish “Godly rule” in all aspects of our society from conception to death. We’ve talked about the President’s 

Slide – Faith-based initiative along with massive tax cuts, especially for the very wealthy. If you look at these two things together, they are shifting social functions and the economic burden to the Churches. But let’s go back to the President’s second day in office.
Two days after his first inauguration, Bush issued an executive memorandum that reverberated throughout the developing world where countries are struggling with exploding population growth. He reinstated the 
Slide – global gag rule on international family planning assistance. This executive order essentially silenced family planning organizations from ever mentioning the word abortion under risk of losing their funding. The medical research establishment was stunned on August 9, 2001 when
Slide – the President announced a ban on most kinds of stem cell research. Another blow came to international family planning in 
Slide – 2004 when the President cut off the entire American contribution to the United Nations Population Fund. Then there’s 
Slide – the signing into law of a ban on so-called partial birth abortion. The ban makes absolutely no exception for the life of the woman which is why three federal courts so far have declared the law unconstitutional. 

Efforts to ban reproductive choices are accompanied by efforts to limit a woman’s access to birth control. 
Slide – Some pharmacists are refusing to fill prescriptions for birth control and morning-after pills due to their religious beliefs. On April 21, 2004, the House of Representatives in the State of Michigan
Slide – passed the Conscientious Objector Policy Act which provides doctors with legal protection if they refuse to treat a gay person. Then, true to the Republican Party Platform, Congress is
Slide – De-funding PBS.
Slide – Then there’s the “E” word - evolution. The New York Times reported that biology teachers around the country are quietly dropping any mention of evolution because they’re afraid of stirring up controversy. And a dozen or so Imax theaters have banned movies that have to do with evolution. 

There’s another “E” word – the environment. The same legislators who receive 85-100% ratings from dominionist organizations receive 0-15% on the environment. 
Then there’s the third “E” word - the economy. 
Slide – This is the national debt as of June 19. What does this have to do with the theocratic right? If conservative Republicans had any real power, we wouldn’t be looking at a debt in the trillions of dollars.
Slide – Let’s not forget Terri Schiavo. On the subject of dying, in 1997 Oregon’s 
Slide – Death with Dignity Law went into affect. It allows some terminally ill patients to seek physician-assisted suicide.  Former Attorney General John Ashcroft sued the state of Oregon to have the law repealed. His successor, Alberto Gonzales is continuing the fight at the Supreme Court.
Slide – Clint Eastwood’s film, Million Dollar Baby, met with protests because it ends with an assisted suicide. Eastwood was surprised, he said, because as Dirty Harry, he killed lots of people and nobody protested. People who identify with the so-called culture of life are the strongest supporters of both the death penalty and guns. On September 13, 2004
Slide – a ten-year ban on nineteen kinds of military assault weapons was allowed to expire. Assault weapons are not about hunting. The theocratic right vehemently opposes any gun safety laws. A motion to extend the ban on assault weapons never even came to the floor for a vote because the Senate and House Republican leadership wouldn’t allow it.
Slide – CBS was fined $550,000 because Janet Jackson’s breast was exposed during Superbowl half time in 2004. Justin Timberlake pulled off Jackson’s vest, and nobody said a thing. A violent, aggressive act was committed against a woman, and all that mattered was that her breast was exposed.

Slide – Kevin Martin is an aggressive crusader against indecency. Some people associate the word indecency exclusively with pornography, but an indecency crusade is much broader. An indecency crusade seeks to impose Biblical Law on the rest of society. Kevin Martin was recently appointed chair of the 

Slide – Federal Communications Commission by President Bush. The five people on that commission were given enormous power on February 16 when the House of Representatives passed the Broadcast Indecency Act.
Slide – The Broadcast Indecency Act authorizes the FCC to fine broadcasters up to $500,000 for indecency violations. So great is the chill cast by this act that 66 affiliates of CBS pulled
Slide – Saving Private Ryan off the air. This movie won five academy awards, but it was pulled because the soldiers, in the heat of battle, use the Lord’s name in vain. In schools children are taught

Slide - Abstinence-only sex education. The key word here is “only.” This program doesn’t encourage abstinence. There is no choice. All of these examples demonstrate how bit by bit our choices are being taken away. So great is the fear of homosexuality,
Slide - that this sponge was accused of being gay by James Dobson of Focus on the Family. Sponge Bob Square Pants is a threat. When the creator of Sponge Bob heard that his character was gay, he said unbelievingly, “but he’s a sponge!” 
Slide - Now for the last section: What can we do? The theocratic right has become very good at working the 
electoral system. 
Slide - Electoral politics is key to taking back our Democracy from those who want to destroy it. The theocratic right has counted on voter apathy. The 2004 election showed a great rise in electoral participation but still, one hundred million eligible voters didn’t vote. Apathy is strongest in the 

Slide - midterm elections -- that is between Presidential elections where voter turnout is lowest. So the midterm elections coming up in 
Slide - 2006 are very important. We should all get involved in the 2006 midterm election. The theocratic right will be. And when choosing a candidate, church-state separation should be a top priority. 
The courts are critical at this time. The theocratic right doesn’t yet control the federal court system. To get control, the majority of justices on the Supreme Court would have to share the views of
Slide – Justices Antonin Scalia and Clarence Thomas who don’t believe in the principle of separation of church and state. The theocratic right is still three justices away from controlling the Supreme Court. Since the Senate confirms judicial nominations, the Senate elections coming up are very important. We need to get passionately involved in our electoral system – our Democracy depends on it.
And people need to understand what is going on. Good information is critical. There are many wonderful organizations that have been sounding the alarm for decades, and they deserve to be supported. Here are a few:
SLIDE – Americans United for Separation of Church and State is a grassroots organization that puts out Church and State magazine which everyone should subscribe to. The Public Eye of Political Research Associates provides great information. The Interfaith Alliance is a clergy-led grassroots organization, and People for The American Way works on many fronts. Both Americans United and People for The American Way participate in court challenges as well.
Then there’s a small, volunteer organization that has discovered it’s possible to reach millions of people thanks to communications technology:
SLIDE – TheocracyWatch. Our contribution is that we show the pattern of dominionism. Once you see the pattern, things happening around you start to make sense. You can help wake up the country by passing around our DVDs and CDs. They are powerful tools. You can also use our powerpoint CDs and give this talk yourself. It’s all scripted – it even tells you when to advance the slides.
I’m convinced that most people would not support a dominionist agenda if they understood it. I believe the majority of people in this country value its diversity, and will make good political choices when they are informed. 
We’ll conclude with a letter Thomas Jefferson wrote when he was President of the United States to explain the meaning of the First Amendment. 

Slide —  “Believing with you that religion is a matter which lies solely between man and his God . . . I contemplate with solemn reverence that act of the whole American people which declared that their legislature should ‘make no law respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof’ thus building a wall of separation between church and State.”
PAGE  
22

